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SPECIAL MEETING MINUTES
Holly Springs Fire-Rescue District

Commission Board of Fire Control

Tuesday, Sept. 14, 2010
12:00pm

A special public meeting of the Holly Springs Fire-Rescue District Commission Board of Fire Control was held on Tuesday, September 14,  2010 at 12:00 pm. in the Social Hall of the Holly Springs Fire Department administrative building.  Chairperson Ryan Phillips presided.  The following members were present or absent as indicated:









List Present or Absent

Commissioners
Chairman Ryan Phillips - Present
Vice-Chairman K. Roscoe Kyle Jr. – Present
 Commissioner Hugh Jackson. – Present
Commissioner Kelly Waters - Present

Administration

Interim Chief W. Brent Blackwell – Present
Secretary Bonnie Fulton - Absent
Visitors 
Mr. Gary  Pope - Attorney
Ms. Margaret Pope - Attorney
In compliance with the Freedom of Information Act, notices of this meeting were posted on district website, posted on public information board, & mailed to the local media or other interested parties that formally requested such copies.
Invocation was rendered and the beginning prayer was led by Commissioner Hugh Jackson.
Agenda items were addressed out of order as indicated.

1.   
APPROVAL OF September 7th,  2010 MEETING MINUTES


Commissioner Phillips moved to postpone approval of the September 7th,  2010 meeting minutes as Ms. Fulton has not completed the transcription. The motion was seconded by Commissioner Waters. Vote was unanimous and carried.

2.
NEW BUSINESS
· Approval of potential attorney’s for the department
Commissioner Waters found the Pope’s from the Pope, Ziegler Law Firm in Columbia through several references.  Commissioner Waters made a motion to hire them, Commissioner Kyle seconded.  Floor opened for discussion.  Ms. Pope gave a history of her and her husbands careers along with credentials.  They are originally from Greenwood and have been working across the state for more than 30 years.  They have worked with several S.P.D.’s (Special Purpose Districts) in our area.  Ms. Pope only works on S.P.D.’s and charges by the hour.  Vote was unanimous and motion was carried.
· Chairperson Phillips ask if anyone attending meeting have questions regarding what was discussed.  The following questions from the floor were asked, 
Ms. Mary Lu Elias asked when the Commission Board was going to post the Referendum notice since there had been a delay on getting it in.

Mr. Pope responded that some research needed to be done first but it was going to be done A.S.A.P.  At this time Commissioner Phillips motioned to go ahead with the Referendum.  Commissioner Jackson seconded.  Vote was unanimous and motion was carried.

Mr. Pope stated that the Commission Board wanted to go ahead with the Referendum because it was in the best interests of the community.  

Ms. Elias then offered a copy of the map and description of the Holly Springs Fire-Rescue District to Ms. Pope.

Ms. Susan Thomas asked how long the letter had been missing (referring to the letter from the Board of Elections) and when it was mailed.  Stated she knew it wasn’t the lawyers fault that the Commission Board was late.

Mr. Harold Bradley asked if there was going to be anything published on what we are voting on other than electing the board.  Ms. Pope responded that they would be working on this at the request of the board.

Ms. Tate asked if the Commission Board was going to be able to raise taxes.  Mr. Pope responded that they could not be raised above 18 mils as that is what the cap is.  To change that would require a referendum put before the County Council.

Ms. Pope stated that the Commissioners only job was to run the Fire Department and that’s a hard job in this time of hard economics.

Commissioner Phillips made a motion that the Pope’s prepare a handout (similar to a F.A.Q.’s sheet) that would answer some of the communities questions regarding the responsibilities of the Commission Board.  Commissioner Waters seconded.  Vote was unanimous and motion was carried.

Ms. Squires asked when the first time the community would be able to vote would be.  Mr. Pope responded November 2011.

Mr. Carroll Bradley asked when the handout’s would be ready.  Ms. Pope stated A.S.A.P.

Ms. Brenda Ledford asked why, if the Fire Department was operating in the red were we spending money on an attorney.  Ms. Pope stated that she was only charging by the hour and only on what she did.  She felt that this was the most cost efficient way.

3. ADJOURNMENT AND CLOSING

· At this time Commissioner Phillips made a motion to adjourn the meeting.  Commissioner Kyle seconded.  Vote was unanimous and motion was carried.
Meeting was adjourned at approximately 1:00pm.
